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ACCIDENT

by Maj Jos Tllman

Scene: Squadron commanrder’s office
Time: 0815, 6 January.

The squadran commander leaned back in his chair and
balanced a pencil between his forefingars.

“Sam, the old man wanis us 10 get some night missions
on the boerd this week. The weather is killing us . . . we
cancelled eight lines last week and we only got about half
our missions off during our last night-flying phase.”

“Sir, we're in a real bind.” The scheduling officer
leaned forward in his chair. “| don't think we can get
three turnarounds a day. Maintenance is in a bind to give
us two. This cold weather has put a bunch of the aircraft
down with hydraulic leaks. One-three-six has been down
for a week with a fuel leak. | don't know if mnafriienance
€an support us with another turnaround.”

The colone! had turned away from his chief scheduler
and prassed a key on the sauawk box. “Mary, get me
Colonsl Birch.” He swivelled back argund and faced the
major. *Sam, I’ll talk to Maintenancs. You go schedule
the missions. .., get those guys on the board for their
night requirements!”
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IDENTIFICATION AND MARKING
OF INERT/EMPTY MUNITIONS

By SMSgt Willlie C, Buckholts
Hg TAC/SEW

We, as 461X0s, have an inherent
responsibility to implement positive
measures that will ineure all munitions
used for displays, training, mementos,
stc., and all munitions residue capablae
of being saved are thorouuhly
inspected and identified as being fnert
or empty.

To be specific, the responsibility
for inspecting and certifying muni-
tions as being “Inert” or “empty”’ lies
sotely on authorized munitions
inspectors assigned to the inspection
Section. So let's review personnel for
qualification before assigning them as
inspectors, “ONLY THE BEST
QUALIFIED WiLL SUFFICE.”

Our guldance toward these safety
goals is derived from TOs 11A-1-63
and 11A-1-60, Any munitions which
are not specifically manufactured and
stocklisted as inert or empty, must
comply with the procedures of TO
11A-1-63. Briefly it states: "When
explosives are ramoved from munition

2

assemblies or sub-assemblies by field
units for the purpose of training or
simulation, the words 'Empty or
Inert’ will be stenciled/stamped on
the item. Additionally, 1/4” holes will
be drilled through the item 90°
apart.”

The importance of these proce-
dures and the obvious consequences
had they not been sccompllished, can-
not be over-emphasized. [t would chill
the spine of Herculas if we gnly knew
how many desk phates, scuvenirs, etc.,
are proudly displayed in homes and
offices that have not been properly
inspected and marked. | wonder just
how many of them are live and
potentially dangerous.

a dummy cartridge, 20 MM, M51A1
saries? Well, by implication of noun
and tech order, it is an inert round
used for ballast and training. But did
you know that it may rupture vio-
lantly under heat? LAMINAC plastic
is the culprit. The cartridge case s
fitlled with It and it expands under
pressure. TO 11A-1-60, paragraph 4-4
gives specific guidance on haw to
treat these items prior to turning
them into Property Disposal Qffice
for sale. |

Let's all 1ake a close look at our
pregram. Are we in full compliance?
If not, we need to take immediate
steps to expand and improve our
procedures, “To err is human — and

How many times have we handled fn many cases fatall” ==
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TAC
TALLY

TOTAL ACFT. ACCIDENTS B>
MAJOR ACFT. ACCIDENTS »
AIRCREW FATALITIES  »
TOTAL EJECTIONS —
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS B

TAC

Thru. Oct

1974

| Thru Oct

1974

TAC'S TOP 5"

AIRLIFT /REFUELING WINGS

FIGHTER /RECCE WINGS SPECIAL UNITS

33 TFW (440 TAW  AFRES

130 SOG____ ANGJ

4 TFW 136 ARW  ANG 2 ADGP |
[ 127 TFW | 1316 TAW TAC 143 506 ANG}
| 31 TFW TAC 1126 ARW G DET 1, D.C.  ANGJ
{121 TFW |

MAJOR ACCIDENT COMPARISON RATE 73-74

TAC
ANG 8.2
| AFRes P42 -

74 16.4] 8.9| 8.8 | 6.7
' JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

54| 56| 45)40}3.6!3.0)]3.1]3.0

8.6 5.7]16.9
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